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Read It
Key Bible Passage
For this session, read the story of the resurrection in Luke 24:1–49.

Optional Reading
Read the parallel accounts of the resurrection in Matthew 28:1–20,  
Mark 16:1–8, and John 20:1–29. 

Observe the similarities and differences between the unique 
perspectives of each gospel writer. 

“Why do you look for the living 
among the dead? He is not here; 
he has risen!” 

LUKE 24:5–6
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Explore It
At the heart of our Christian faith is the firmly held belief that 
Jesus rose from the dead. This belief is also a stumbling block for 
those who don’t believe in an afterlife and who deny that miracles 
like this could occur. 

Our faith is not dependent on reason; however, our faith in the 
resurrection is reasonable. Here are some reasons why: 

1. Jesus certainly lived and died. 
The gospel writers provide significant 
details from their experience of 
Jesus’ death, but sources outside of 
Christianity from the first and second 
centuries were also aware of Jesus, 
his life, his death, and his reported 
resurrection. The Roman historian 
Tacitus wrote about Emperor Nero 
blaming Christians for burning Rome:

Nero set up as the culprits 
and punished with the utmost 
refinement of cruelty a class hated for their abominations,  
who are commonly called Christians. Christus, from whom 
their name is derived, was executed at the hands of the 
procurator Pontius Pilate in the reign of Tiberius. Checked for 
the moment, this pernicious superstition again broke out, not 
only in Judea, the source of evil, but even in Rome.  
(Annales, xv. 44, The Neronian Persecution, c. ad 64)

2. The disciples were radically changed. 
The portrait of the disciples that emerges just after Jesus’ death 
describes a group of skeptical, fearful, hopeless men (see Matthew 
28:17; Luke 24:21; John 20:19). Yet, after repeatedly interacting 
with Jesus following his resurrection, this same group of Jewish 

Gaius Cornelius Tacitus
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Life Application Questions
1. How does Jesus’ resurrection give us hope for the future, 

including life after death and God’s plan for the world? How 
does it give us hope for the present, in both the mundane and 
the exceptional circumstances of life?

2. Have you ever struggled to believe the truth of the resurrection 
or questioned the accuracy of the gospel story? What helped 
your faith grow? 
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3. How could you be part of helping other people believe and 
be changed by the hope and power of Jesus’ resurrection? 
Consider writing down three specific ways that the living hope 
that you enjoy could spread or be shared with others.

4. Read Philippians 3:10 about Paul’s ultimate aim in life. How 
does Paul describe what it means “to know Christ”? What 
does life look like when we join in Jesus’ suffering and also in 
the power of the resurrection?
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The Twelve Disciples - Rose Visual Bible Study
This informative introduction to the twelve disciples shows 
how Jesus called the Twelve individually—and uniquely—for 
intimacy with him and ministry for him; all their mishaps and 
failures and Jesus’ grace for them; how these men’s lives were 
radically changed via Christ’s life, death, and resurrection; and 
the global effect of these lives lived for Christ.

Paperback ...................9781628628098 .................$11.99

The Armor of God - Rose Visual Bible Study
Using historically-accurate illustrations of Roman armor, this 
6-session Visual Bible Study pulls out relevant insights and 
applications, showing you how to be equipped to fight the 
good fight of faith with: the Belt of Truth, the Breastplate of 
Righteousness, Feet Prepared with the Gospel of Peace, the 
Shield of Faith, the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the 
Spirit.
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Journey to the Resurrection 
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With historical and biblical insights, this six-week study takes you 
through the experiences of Holy Week, from Jesus’ triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem to his resurrection on Sunday morning. Gain a deeper 
understanding of events like Passover and the Last Supper, Jesus’ 
prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane, the road to Golgotha, and the 
empty tomb. See how even the smallest details of Holy Week fulfilled 
Old Testament prophecies. Also includes a time line of events and a 
map of Jerusalem. 
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Learn how the sacrifices, tabernacle items, and even the 
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